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& the unqueſtionable Du- 
WR ty of all the Members, 
Miniſters and Aſſem- 
dlies of this Church, to 
> cndeavour in their ſe⸗ 

veral Capacities tge 
Preſcryation of the pu- 
FE. a 7 rity of Doctrine, con- 
1 rained in the HolyScrippures,and i in our Confeſ- 
| fion of Faith and Catechiſms, agreeable there- 

unto, that the ſame may be taithfully trans- 
mitted to ſucceeding Generations; We find 
our ſelves obliged in Conſcience, with, all dye 


Deference, *t to lay ſome Thiogs relative to 
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that, and ſome other Matters, which are 
rievous to us, before the Venerable Aſſem- 
ly, whole Province it is in a ſpecial Man- 
ner, to maintain the Truths of the Goſpel, 


and to take Care that every Thing in the | 
Houſe of the GOD of Heaven, be moulded 
ina Conformity to his Will, and the Patern 


he hath ſhewed us in his holy Word. 
V are fully perſwaded, That although the 
Grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, teach- 
eth us, that denying Ungodline(s and worldly Luſts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteonfly and godly in this 
preſent World; Yet there is ſuch a Propenſity in 
the corrupt: Nature of Man to Licentipuſneſs 
and Prophanity, that he is apt to turn the Grace 
ot our God into Laſciviouſneſs : Whence have 
procceded theſe monſtruons Opinions of ſome, 
That, the Law is not a Rule of Life to Believers, 
That, Holineſs is not neceſſary to Salvation, and tlie 
like, all which our Hearts do abhor, as egre- 


ious Blaſphemy againſt our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chritt, making him the Miniſter of Sin- 
And therefore we cannot but own it to be com- 


mendable Zeal in the Members, Miniſters and 
Aſſemblies of this Church to indeavour the 


Stifling of ſuch monſtrous Brats in the Birth, 


whenſoever they do really begin to appear. 
Bur withall, on the other Hand, we are no 
leſs perſwaded that in Point of ſeeking Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Salvation, there is ſuch a Byaſs 
in the ſame corrupt Nature towards the old 
Way of the firſt Covenant, that Men ſeek the 
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7 fame naturally 15 ey 17 but as it were by 
the Works ot the Law : The which Byaſs of 
the Heart of Man in Oppoſition to the Goſpel 
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Doctrine, known only by a new Revelation 


after the Fall, being more ſubtile, aud not ſo 
eaſil ly diſcerned, as the other, which is oppoſite 
to the Law, the Knowledge of which was im- 
preſſed on Man's Mind in his Creation. There is 


an evident neceſſity of gyarding equally at ſeaſt 


againſt the Latter as againſt the former, leſt 
_ the Purity of Goſpel Doctrine ſuffer and Man 


fruſtrate the Grace of God, ſeeking Righteouſ- 


neſs by the Law. And lince we do apprehend 
that the late General Aſſembly of this Church, 


has not ſufficiently adverred to the Danger 
on that Side, but that by theit Act, intituled, 

Adi concerning a Book intituled the Marrow of 
modern Divinity, dated at Edinburgh May 28. 

1720. Goſpel truth has ſuffered, and it is like- 
ly, will ſuſfer more in the riting and ſucceeding 
Generations, unleſs a Remedy be timely pro- 
vided, We beg leave with all Humility and 


- Deterence, to lay before this venerable Aſ- 
'F - ſembly, ſome ¶ of the many] Things which in 
the ſaid Act are ſtumbling to us and —— 


others in this Church. 

Ap, Fmsr, It is ſurprizing & exceeding! y 
grievous unro us, that by the ſaid Act the 
following Policion is condemned ; Namely, 
That as the Law is the Covenant of Works, Beli- | 
vers are altogether and whally ſet free from it: 


oY fre ns vorh * the Commanding and Condemn- 


ig, 


V 3 
ing Power of the Covenant of Works. We acknow- 
ledge and profeis, we look upon our Freedom 
as Believers in Chriſt, from the Covenant cf 
Works, or the-Law as that Covenant, to be 
the chief Branch of that precious Liberty where- 
-with Chriſt hath made us free, and in which 
the Eternal Salvation of 'our ſouls'is wrapt up. 


We know no Commands of the Covenant of. 


Works, but that Command of perfe& obedi- 
ence, under Pain of the Curſe. And if the Law 
as to Believers, be diveſted of it's Promiſe of 
Life and threatning of Death ( which ſuper- 
added to it's Commands made it a Covenant 
of Works) as it really 1s, fince they are not 
under it to be thereby Juſtified, or Condemned, 
we cannot comprehend how it continues any 
longer to be a Covenant of Works to them, 


or as ſuch to have a Commanding Power over 


them, that Covenant-Form of it, being done 


away in Chriſt, with reſpe& to Believers. And 


to ſuppoſe, that a Man cannot be under the 
Law, as a Rule of Life, unleſs he be under the 


Covenant of Works; which the Act above ſpe- 
cified plainly imports, is contrary to our Con- 


feſſion of Faith, Chap: 19. Se: 6th. And larger 
Catechiſm, Queſt: anent the uſe of the Moral 


Law to the Regenernte, which bear, That although 


£ Believers be not under the Law as a Covenant 
© of Works, yet it is of Uſe to them as a Rule 
of Life, or as the Rule of their Obedience: 
SECONDLY, Of the ſame diſmal Tendencie, 
we apprehend to be, the declaring of that Diſ- 


tindtion 
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\ tigRion of the Law as it is the Law of Works; 


aud as it is the Law of Chriſt, as the Author 
applies it, pages 198. 199. to be altogether, 
groundleſs, We find the Author doth there ap- 
ply this Diſtinction, ſo as to ſhew that Belie- 
vers are not under the Law as it. is the Law 
of Works, tho, under the Law as it is the 
Law of Chriſt. And he tells us in expreſs 
Words, page 6th. That the Law of Works, is as 
much as to ſay, the Covenant of Works, the 
which Covenant ( ſaith he) the Lord made 
with all Mankind in Adam before his Fall. 
To what Purpoſe then can this Diſtin&ion thus. 
applied be rejected, and declared altogether 
groundleſs, but to ſtake down Believers under 
the Covenant of Works, as in the former head, 
and contrary to the great Deſign of the Goſ- 


pel Contrivance, to direct them to an Obedi- 


'ence, upon which they may boaſt, ſince by 
the Law of Works boalting is not excluded ? 


It were much to be deſired, That an other Me- 


thod had been taken to expoſe the Antino- 


mian Paradoxcs, wit: That a Believer doth not 
4 commit Sin. The Lord can ſee uo Sin in a Believer, 


arid the like, than by condemning the Diſtincti- 


on of the Law above mentioned as applied by 


the Author, to aſſert in Effect, that Belivers 
Sin againſt the Law (or Covenant) ot Works, 
while in the mean time according to the holy 


q Scriptures, and our Conteffion of Faith they | 
\ are not under it. Which Exemption we are ful- 
I (atisfieg carrieth no Prejudice unto the in- 


diſpenſiꝭle 


diſpenſible Obligation of 5. Creature to the 
ſtricteſt Obedience, flowing from the unalter= 
able Authority of the Lawgiver, and the Na- 
ture of the Precepts themſelves. Nevertheleſs 
we firmly believe, That no ſmall Portien, oi tùhe 
Believers Safety and Comfort, turns upon theſe. 'Y 5 
followipg Points, namely, Thar the Guilt of '}, ”* 
Believers Sins, is not ſuch as the Guilt of their | 
Sins who are under the Covenant of Works. 
Tuar God deth. not look upon the Sins of 
Believers after their Union with Chriſt, as 
Breaches of the Covenant of Works. THAT 
when in his Anger againſt them for their 
Sins, he ſmites them, yet he doth not pro- 
ceed againſt them in the Way of that Cove- {| 
nant; and THAT in their Confeſſions and 


& Humiliations, they ought to eye him as their!“ I 
Father in JESUS CHRIST, and not as their ( If 
wrathful Judge, procceding againſt them / Ari 
according to the Law ( or Covenant) of VF: fi 
Works. All which Truths ſeem to us to be bu- IR 
ried in the Ruins of the above mentiôned , Irn 
Diſtinction of the Law as applyed by the W 
Author of the Marrow. m 

TDI, It is aſtoniſhing to us to find, W; 
that Part of the' Marrow, which. lyes trom do 

Page 150 to 153. condemned in Cumulo, as W 
contrary to the Scriptures and Confeffion of up 
Faith, while we mult frankly own if we under- to. 
ſtand the Goſpel, the forecited Pages contain 411 


1 


a Bundle of {weet and pleaſant Goſpel Truths, 
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which in ſtead of ſſackening Peoples Diliger- 
ces in the Study of Holineſs, as is alledged in 
the Act, do diſcover the true Spring of Eyan- 
gelieal Obedience t6 the Holy Law as a Rule; 
particularly in the Aſſembly's Act, we find the 
gBelievers/ Plea in the Caſe of juſtification in 
Anſwer to the demands of the Law cut off and 


feondemned. Piz. 1 am already ſaved before 


hou cameſt ; therefore, I have no need of thy Pre- 
Pence. (Here the Book adds, what the Aſſem- 
blie's Act omits, namely) For in Chref? I havs 


\- Wall Things at once, neither need I any Thing more, 


that is neceſſary unto Salvation. Then proceeds; 

[Chriſt is my Righteouſutſs, my Treaſure and my 
Work. I conteſs O Law, that 1 am neither godly 
nor tighteous ; but yet this 1 am ſure of, that he 
is godly and righteous for me. In which Terms, 
that bleſſed and famous Reformer, Martine 
Lufnxs, in his ſtrenuous and couragious De- 
fence of the Evangelical Doctrine of >Juſtifica-- 
tion, aſſerted the perfect Obedience of the 
Loxd Jysus as our Surety, to be the only 
Righteouſneſs, upon which we may rely im 
the Caſe ot juſtification before GOD. The 
Which, that great Champion for CHRIST, 
I maintained againſt the Autichriſtian World, 
with aſtoniſhing. Succeſs in his Time. We. 

do believe, That the Law or Covenant of 
Works being broken, had a T wo-told Demand 
üpon all Mankind; without a valid Anſwer 
to each of which, ſuſtained by the Judge of 
all' the Earth, no = can ſee the Lord: The 
"I 5 = 


© CHRIST: Yea, being already actually, tho Tt 
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| m3 | 
one, The Demand of Satisſaction to Juſtice for | 
Sin. The other, The Demand of Obedience : | 
And as we have no Plea in Anſwer to its for- 
mer Demand, but the Sufferings of JESUS | 
CHRIST our Surety, ſo we have none, 
we dare pretend none, in Anſwer to the latter 
Demand ot it, but that which ſtands here con- 
demned; in regard, that as in the Language of 
the Law, there is no obtaining of Salvation, 
but by Works : For the Law 1s not of Faith, | 
but the Man that doth them, ſhall live in them: 
So it acknowledgeth no good Works, no keep- 
ing of the Commandments, no Godlineſs nor c 
Righteouſneſs, but what is every Way perfect. Py 
And we conceive, That Believers being united 7 
to CHRIST, this their Plea is ſuſtained in the L 
Court of Heaven, as the Plea of the Suretie's } 
having paid the Debt for them, whereby the | M 
Demand, which the Law makes upon them for 
Works, it they will obtain Salvation, is cut off, 
they being appointed to obtain Salvation ano- be 
ther Way, namely, by our Lord JESUS . p 


not completely ſaved, not according to the 1 
Works of Righteouſneſs, which they have Y*Þ 
done, but according to his Mercy, by the wa- 
ſhing ot Regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, of which Salvation, conterred on 

them through JESUS CHRIST our Saviour, Ty 


their Deliverance from the Law as a Covenant 105 
af Works, and conſequently from its Demands OY 


-foreſaid, is a chief Part, * 
ä 8 FourTHLY, 
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FovrrTHLyY, 2 Reſpe& to the Paſſa- 
ges concerning the Nature of Faith, condem- 
ned by the foreſaid Act. . It is griveous to 
us, that thereby that Act of Faith, by which 
Ja Perſon appropriates to himfelt, what before 
Jay in common in the Goſpel Offer, and with- 
out which there can be no receiving and clo- 


of ing with Chriſt, for Salvation is in Effect ex- 
In, g cluded from the Nature of Faith, which as we 
th, BP Pm nd, is thereby turned 1nco that general 
m: and dòꝭubtſome Faith, abjured in Out, national 


Covenant. 

2. Whereas it is notour, That our firſt Re- 
. formers, and the Body ot Retormed Divines 
66” ſince, have Taught, concerning the Nature 
he ot Faith, in the ſame Strain as in the conde m- 
„Ined Paſſages, and thereby cut the Sinews of 
be Popery; which Doctrine of theirs, in the ſame 
Manner of Expreſſion, ſtands in the Conrss- 
sloxs of other reformed Churches, and in the 
publick Standards of Doctrine in this Church, 
betore the Year 1647. Such as Confeſſion 15609. 


he ven by this Church, with Exception only of 
ſome Holy Days. Calvins Catechiſm, which 
was commonly annexed to Knox's Liturgie. 
che Mr. John Davidſon's Ca rxchisu, approven and 

recommended by the Synod ot Lothian and 
a Tweadale, Anno 1599. As alſo, that little La- 
ant in Cargchisu, annexed to the Rydiments ſo 
\ds long Taught in Scotland. The famous and lear- 

neg Byg of Trechrigs' Commentary upon the 
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ho? The Helvetian Confeſſion, received and appro- | 


5 6 N 
Epheſians, a W dl promoted and encouraged 
by the Aſſembly. of the Church of ScorLanp. 
It ſeems to us no ſmall Diſſervice to the Inte- 
reſt of Religion, and a Pandle given the Pa- 
pifts againſt the Reformation, that by an Act 
of a General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
that Doctrine, or Way of expreſſing it, is now 
condemned. And although we freely own, 
That in latter Times, ſaving Faith has been 
well deſcribed, eſpecially in our Confeſſon of 
Faith and Catechiſms, and the Manner ot ſpeak- 
ing on that Head is much altered, from what 
ſome Times was in Uſe, yet we doubt not but 
the Subſtance of the Doctrine in that Point, is 
ſtill the ſame, as will appear, by comparing 
the abovementioned Confeſſon and Catechiſms, 
with the three Acts of Aſſembly, 1647. and 
1648. receiving and approving the Weſtminſter 
Confeſſion and Catechiſms, in which it is expreſ- 
ly declared, That the ſaid Confeſſion and Cate- 
chiſms, are in nothing,  cantrary to the received 
Doctrine of this Church. Which they would 
not have ſaid, if they had not thought, that 
receiving and reſting in Chriſt for Salvation, 
did imply that Aflurance, whereby they or- 
- dinarily deſcribed Faith before that Time, by 
which they underſtood the fiducial M,. or 
- Eppropriqting Perſwaſion of Faith; and not that 
Aſſurance treated of in the Weſtminſter Confeſ 
Hon, which is a Complex one, full and clear, 
Containing nat pn]y the Aſſurance included in 
the direft AS of Faith, but alſo, that oo 
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J ariſeth from ſpirirual Senſation, and rational 
Argumeutation; for which ſee Confeſſio 7on, Ch. 
18. Sect. 2. and 3. Where it is ſaid, That the 
Aſſurance of which they Treat, is not only founded | 
upon the d:vine Truth of the Promiſes of Salvation, 
but alſo the inward Evidences of theſe Graces, unto 
which theſe Promiſes are made, the Teftimony of the 
Spirit of Adoption witnelſing * with our Spirits, that 
we are the Children of Cod. This mfallible 
Aſſurance ( adds the Confeſſion ) doth not fo 
belong to the Eſſence of Faith, &c. And there- 
fore we are fully perſwaded, That the late 
Aſſembly had done more acceptable Service 
to GOD, to this and other Reformed Chur- 
ches, had they diicovered the real Agreement 
between the more ancient and modern Way of 
deſcribing Faith, than to condemn the former 
as Erroneous ; whereby a heavy Charge is 
laid upon our Reformers, this and other Re- 
formed Churches, who generally have defined 
Faith by Aſſurance. 
FierHLy, That the following Paſſage 
is condemned, wiz. The Father hath made a 
Deed of Gift and Grant unto all Mankind, That 
whoſoever of them ſhall believe in his Son, ſhall 
wot periſh, is ſurpriſing to us: When in the 
condemned Paſſage it ſelf, extracted forth of 
the Sacred Records, we read that Deed 
of Gift and Grant, by which we underſtand 
no more, but the Revelation of the Divine 
Will in the Word, affording a Warrant, to 
phe Chriſt to all 99 a Warrant unto all to 
N e receive 
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receive him. This OLA of the ſaid Paſ- 
lage, feems to incroach upon the Warrants 
atoreſaid, and alſo upon ſovereign Grace, 
which hath made this Grant, not to Devils, 
but unto Men, in Terms than which, none 
can be imagined more extenſive. 

 VWavins the Conſideration of the Ex- 


harſh and offenſive: Since that which hath 
' extorted this Repreſentation from us, is our 
Concern for Truth, more than the Manner of 
expreſſing it; yet {ceing the Intereſt of Truth, 
and of that condemned Book, arc ſo much 
linked together. In this Event, we cannot 
but repreſent briefly, the hard Treatment we 
concelye this laſt to have alſo met with, when 
under the Conſideration of the late General Aſ- 
ſembiy; and ſuch we apprehend to be, ; 

I. T H « heavy Charge of maintaining, That 
the Believer is not under the Law, as a Rule 
ot Life, is inferred, from the Author's aſſer- 
ting the Believer to be free from the Law, as 
it is a Covenant of Works, as it the Law 
could not be a Rule of Life, but as it is the 
Covenant of Works. One would rather think, 
That the foreſaid Aſſertion of the Author, 
doth plainly import the Belieyer to be under 
the Law in ſome other Senſe, and Juſtice as 
well as Charity, obliges us to conceive the 
aid ether Senie to be that of the Law, as 2 
Rule of Life; for as much as, in expreſs Terms, 
hath declared the Ten Commandments 


* 


preſſions, judged. by the Aſſembly, exceeding , 
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to be the Rule of Life to a Belieber, Page 
; 2. TI Charge of maintaining Holineſs, 
not to be neceffary to Salvation, is fixed u- 
pon the Aythor's teaching the Believer to plead 
the Obedience of Chriſt, in Anſwer to the 
Law Demand of good Works, for obtaining 
Salvation, of which before: And upon his pro- 
poſing his own Judgment very modeſtly, as 
to the Propriety of Expreſſion, with Reſpect 
to the Relation between good Works and e- 
ternal Happineſs in thele Words, Viz. So that 
good Works as [ conceive, may rather be cal- 
led a Believer's walking: in the way of eternal 
Happineſs, than the 2 it felf : But how 
that Doctrine can bear that Inference, that 
Holineſs is not neceſſary to Salvation, or how 
it tends to ſlacken People's Diligence in the 
Study of Holineſs, we cannot comprehend : 
For we can never grant, That the Believer's 
walking in the Way of eternal Happineſs, is 
not neceſſary ro Salvation, and that only the 
Way it feltis ſo. And yet after all, the Au- 
thor doth not tenaciouſly inſiſt on his own 
Judgment aforeſaid, as to the Proptiety of 
Expteſſion; but immediately adds, But how- 
ever, this we may aſſuredly conclude, That the 
Sum and Subſtance, both of the lay, and of the 
walking in the Way, confifls in the receiving of 
Jeſus Chriit by Faith, and in yield;ng Obedience 
to bis Law. | ELIT OT 
3. FEAR of Puniſhment, and Hope of 
3 | 1 Re ward 


\ 


Reward, not allowed to be Motives of a Pe- 
liever's Obedience, is, interred from that, the 
Author would not have. Believers to eſchew 
Evil and do good, for Fear of Hell, or Hope 
of Reaven ; As if Hell only, and none of the 
feartul Tokens of God's Anger againſt his own 


Children in this Lite, were to be in any Sort | 
reckoned Puniſhments; and Heaven only, but 


none of the ſweet Tokens of his Love beſtow- 
ed on them in the Way of clots walking with 


GOD, were to be reckoned Rewards. We 


ſhall only add here, That for as much as, it is 
evident to us, from the Author's Words, Paz. 


183. relative to the Hope of Heaven above- 


mentioned, that he underſtands, by doing 


Good for Hope of Heaven, the doing it for 


Hope of obtaining it by our own Works and 


Doings, we heartily approve ot his Poſition a- 
bove ſpecified, in that Senſe. 

4. Wr cannot but account it hard, That 
whercas there are in the Act, about 27 Quo- 


tations out of the Book, they are all condem- 


ned, without condeſcending upon the Words 
or Propolitions which the Aſſembly aims at in 
the quoted Paſſages : For veritying of which, 


werefer to the Act it ſelf ; yea ſo far as we can 


find, there are ſeveral of theſe Quotations, 
which ſeem to us to contain nothing of what is 


charged upon them, as particularly upon the firſt 


Head, anentthe Nature of Faith; P. 175, 176, 
177. And upon the Head of univerſal] Attons- 


ment, P. F27, 128. And updn the fit Head, a- 


neut 


event the Believer's not being under the Law, 
as a Rule of Life, Pages 209, 210. 
.. Ts alſo hard, That the Book is con- 


on demned, as Oy the Necefficy ot Holineſs 


I 


*. 


to Salvation, and the Believers being under the 


r Law, 25 8 Rule of Life, without once making 
ws) the leaſt Intimation, that the one half of the 


{aid Book, contained in the ſecond Volumie, 


We Law, in its Ten Commandments, not only to 
Unbelievers, but alſo to Believers themſelves, 
„ for their Direction and Excitation to Ho- 
. Ineſs of Heart and Life, and Humiliation for 
their Tranſgreſſions of it; yea, and without 
that half of the Book, its being once under the 


_ Conſideration; either of the Aſembhy, or Com- 
x. wirtee for preſerving the Purity of Doctrine. 
| Ri6ur Reverend AND HonovuraBLE, 
wall although we don't Account of the Deed of the 
no- late Aſſembly in this Affair, otherwiſe than as 
__ Ian Orertight, nevertheleſs our Hearts tremble 
rds Ito think of its native Conſequences, and what 
. Uſe in the preſent and ſucceeding Generations, 
ich, may be made of the Words ot the Aſlembly's 


enn Determination, in the Points ot Doctrine a- 


bove mentioned, and of their ſtrictly prohibi- 
ting and diſcharging all the Miniſters of this 
fit [Church, either by Preaching, Writing or 


erte waoſe Bands the 9 is, or may come, 


not 


— 


n Iis an Explication and Application ot the holy 


Printing, to recommend the toreſaid *Book - 
At d on the. contrary, enjoining and requiring 
them to warn and exhort their People, in 


$4. 


| 183 
. Hot to read or uſe the ſame; a Book remarka- 


ble for ſetting the Difference between the Law 
and the Goſpel, the Covenant of Works, and 


the Covenant of Grace in a clear Light; and 


for directing to the true Way of attaining 
- Goſpel-Holines, by which it has recommend- 
| ed it ſelf to the Conſeiences of many judicious 
Miniſters and Chriſtians in this Church, holy 
and tender in their Walk. 

As the growing Humour in this Genera- 
tion, for turning that Religion left among us 


unto meer Morality, which hath nothing but 
the Matter common to it, with true Holineſs 


and Goſpel- Obedience, acceptable to GOD 
through JESUS CHRIST, is too notour to 
eſcape your Obſervation So it is with Grief 
of Heart we muſt ſay, that we conceive the 
above mentioned Act of Aſſembly, to have ſo 
opened the Sluice to it, that, · ii Remedy be 
not timely provided, this Matter muſt/ ter- 


minate in a confounding of the Law and the 


Goſpel, notwithſtanding of our Confeſſion of 
Vaith and Catechiſms, witneſſing againſt the 
ſame, which has been the Lot of other pub- 
lick Standards of Doctrine, before this Time. 

Wx are confirmed in theſe our Fears, of 
the diſmal Effects of that Act, when we 
find in a following Act of the ſame Aſſembly, 
namely the 8th, entituled, Act for preaching 
Catechetical Doctrine, with Directions therein. 
Two Clauſes, the one, relating to Juſtification, 
the other, to the Neceſſity of Holineſs, being ex- 


on the former Head had been leſſened : But, 
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preſſed in the Terms following, Nx. Of free 
Juſtification, through our bleſſed Surety, the LORD 
FESUS CHRIST, reecived by Faith alone; and 
of the Neceſſity of an holy Life, in order to the ob- 
taining of everlaſting Happineſs. Concerning 
which we crave leave to repreſent, That the 
{aid Form of Words, being another than what 
is uſed in Our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms 
on theſe Subjects, is {tumbling to us, and can- 
not fail of being ſo to many in the preſent 
Situation of Affairs, with reſpect to Doctrine 
in this Church, cauſed by the former Act a- 
bove mentioned. If, after the too great Con- 
cern appearing in the ſaid former Act, for bin- 
ding on the Necks of Believers in Chriſt, the 
Yoke of the Law, as a Covenant of Works, 
the Miniſters of this Church had been direc- 
ted, to preach free Juſtification through our 
blefled Surety, the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
only for his Righteouſneſs imputed to us, and re- 
cerved by Faith alone, the —— of Offence 


that in ſuch à Circumſtantiate Caſe, the great 
Doctrine of Juſtification was winded up in 
ſuch Terms, as gave Shelter to the erroneous 
Doctrine of Juſtification, for ſomething 
wrought in, or done by the Sinner, as his 
Righteouſneſs, or keeping of the N n w and 
Goseett Law, is exceedingly grievous. 
Eſpecially conſidering, That a Motion ex- 
preſly made to the Aflembly, for mentionin 

the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST in that Clauſe 
6 way 
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| 30- 2} 
was {lighted. 1 the ſaid Aſſembly, 
by their former Act, have condemned the a- 
bove mentioned Plea, in Anſwer to the La- 
Demand of good Works, for obtaining Salra- - 
tion, and that the Law acknowledgeth no 
Works for obtaining Salvation, but ſuch 
as found a Title to it before the Lord ; we 
conceive, their directing of Miniſters by the 
latter Act above mentioned, to preach ( evi- 
dently in Contradiction to the condemned 

Doctrine of the Marrow on that Head) the 

Neceſſity of a holy Life, in Order to the ob- 
taining of everlaſting Happineſs, to be of very 
dangerous Conſequence to the Doctrine of tree 
Grace. And in our humble Opinion, the re- 
ceding from that Doctrine may be reckoned 
among the Cauſes of, and as having no ſmall 
Influence upon the want of the Geſpel Succeſs, 
ſo much, and ſo deſervedly complained off, by 

Miniſters and People, in theſe our unhappy 
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Pays. 
Fo Brevity's Sake, we do not here re- 
preſent ſeveral other Grievances, important in 
themſelves, and weighty to us, yet we cannot 
but regrate the Flame raiſed in this Church by 
= the Ovrxrux rs concerning Kirk Seſſions and 
Peireshtries, trantmitted by the late Aftembly : 
= Nor can we without Horror, think of the 
farther” Evils and Inconveniencies, that will 
inevitably follow,” in Caſe they ſhould be 
wirned into ſtanding Actg. But e 
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this Aſſemhly will be ſo guided by the great 


Maſter of Alſemblies, as to put a Stop to what 
further Detriment the Church of Scotland may 


ſuſtain by the ſaid Ouertures; as alſo, effectu- 
ally to prevent for the future, all Grounds of 


Complaint, may be made to ſubſequent Aﬀems- 


blies, againſt the Proceedings of ſuch as have 


gone before them, and conſequently to cut off 


all Occaſion, for Repreſentations of this Na- 


ture hereatter. 
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MAI it therefore pleaſe the very 
 REVEREND ASSE MBLY, 
Feriguſg aug impartially to configer 

the Premiſes, with the great Weight 

aud Importance of this Affair, iu which 

the Honour of our common Maſter 

and Meſſage, the Salvation of Souls, 

our Confte(fion of Faith aud Cate- 

chiſms, our Covenants. National and 

Solemn League, and the Remains of 

the Peace of this Church are ſo much 
concerned: And Jaying aſide all Conf 

” derations of another Kind, to repet 

the 5th A of. the late Aſſembly, 

entituled, Act concerning a Book, 

entituled, The Marrow of Modern 

Divinity: Aud to provide ſuch 

| Fg as may remove the —— 

*  arifing from the two above ſpecific 
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1 Clauſes, in the 8th 4 of 8 ſaid 
—_. {oth entituled, AQ tor preaching 
Catechetical Doctrine, with Di- 
rections therein: IWhich will af- 
| ford Matter ef Thankſgiving unto 
God, in behalf of the Truth, and 
f .of your Selves, to mauy * * 

the Truth and Peace. 


? | 4 The Names of the Subſcribers: 
2 Maſters 
James Hog 


Wl. Thomas Boſton | 
ol. John Bonar 
John Williamſon | 
James Rid 
Gabriel Wilſon 
| Ebenezer. Erskine 
Ralph Erskine 


4 : James Wardlaw 


1 / Carmck. | 

|} Etrerick. 

| Torphichen. | 
Tunerask d Mulleburgh. q 


Qneensferrie: 


Mailer of = — at 


Marton: 


Portmoal. 
Dumfermling. 


tes 
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Galaſhiel 
James Barkgate 0 Orwel. 
William H ter- LLilkedleaf- 


Henry David ſon 
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OF THE 


General Aſenbh, 


Concerning a book, intituled, The Mar- pet 
row of Modern 9 1 


Kanne, M 20. 1720. Ser 9. 


HE. General Aſſembly, having had 
under their Conſideration the Book, 

| intituled, The Marrow of Modern Di- 
vinity, Reprinted at Edinburgh, Anno 

1718. with an ample Recommendation pre- 
fixed chereto, which they found was Wo 
et 


f 
— 


n 
- * 
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ſed, and come into en der many of the þ* 
People, and having, had laid before them, the 8. 
following Paffages, coflectet out ü of the ſaid 
Bock, by a Committee tor preſerving the Pu- : 
- - rity of Doctrine in this Church, appointed | 
by the Commiſſion of the late General Aſſem - Tl 


bly. The Tenor whereof follows. 2 
5 EO 3 | Jof 
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 Conceryinp\tbe Nature of Faith” IE 

Coy ning\the Nature of Fai 5 

'P AGE 118, There is no more for bim 5 

© &* ro:d0, but 'only*to knew and believe, C 

= * that. Chriſt hath dohe all for him. Page 119. Ft 
Inis then is perfect Righteouſneſs, —- only 1 
43 © to know and believe, That Jeſus Chriſt is 8 


now gone to the Father, and ſitteth at his 
Right Hand, not as a judge, but as made 1 
unto you of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 11 
Sanctification and Redemption; - wherefore, 
as Paul and Silas ſaid to the Jailor, ſo ſay 
I unto you, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


- 


(| 


and thou ſhalt be ſaved. That is, be verily 
« perſwaded in your Heart, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
yours, and that you ſhall have Lite and Sal- 
1 & „5 vation 
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n | 
vation by him, that whatſoever Chriſt did 
i for the Redemption of Mankind, he did it 
ie for you. Page 120. For as much as the Ho- 
id ly Scripture ſpeaketh to all in General, none 
- b ofus ought to diſtruſt himſelf, but believe 
d that it doth belong particularly to himſelf. 
a- | The ſame is aſſerted, Pages 121, 122, 123, 
124, 131, 136, 137, 175, 176, 177. and in 
many other Places ot the Book. This Notion 
of ſaving Faith, appears contrary to Scrip- 
7 ture, Iſa. 50. 10, Rom. 8. 16, 1 John 5. 13: 
and to. Cenfeſſ. Cap. 18. F 1, 3, 4. and to 
Larger Carech og 81. 172. All which 
Faſſages ſhow, That Aflurance is not of the 
Eſſence of Faith, whereas the Paſſages cited 
from the Marrow, &c. appear to afſert the 
: contrary, making that ſaving Faith comman- 
m ded in the Goſpel, a Man's Perſwaſion that 
© I Chrift is his, and died for him, and that who- 
9. Þ ever hath not this-Perſwaſion or Aſſurance, 
ly hath not anſwered the Goſpel Call, nor is 4 
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7 Of uniuer ſal Atonement and Pardon. 
ly AGE 108. Chriſt hath taken upon him 5 


c 
is 1 1 the Sins of all Men. Page 119. The 
Father hath made a Deed of Gift and Grant 
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5 889 | 
© unto all Mankind, That whoſoeyer of them 
© all ſhall believe in his Son, ſhall not periſh, 
c. i. e. ( whoſoever believes, or is perſwa- 
ded that Chriſt is his, for this muſt be the 
Senſe according to the former oo 
© Hence it was, that Chriſt ſaid to his Diſci- 
© ples, Go aud preach the Goſpel to every Creature 
© under Heaven. That is, go and tell every 
© Man without Exception, That here is good 
© News for him, Chriſt is dead for him. 


© Even ſo our good King, the Lord of Hea- 


© ven and Earth hath, for the Obedience and 
© Deſert of our good Brother Jeſus Chriſt, 
© pardoned all our Sins. To the ſame Pur- 
pole, Pages 127. and 128. Here is aſſerted an 


univerſal Redemption as to Purchaſe, contrary 
1 5 Io. 10. ty, 27, 28, 29. and 15. 13. 
an 


17. Titus 2. 14. Confeſſ. Cap. 3. $. 6. Cap 
8. H 8. Larger Catechiſm, Quelt. 59. 


eee 


Holineſi, nor neceſſary to Salvation 


: ROM Page 150 to Page 153. and if the 
© & Law ſay good Works muſt be done, and 
« the Commandment muſt be kept, if * 
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he 
nd 
ou 
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0 71. | 
* wilt obtain Salvation, then anſwer you, and 


. Jay, I am already ſaved before thou cameſt ; 


* therefore I. have no need of thy Preſence, =-=== 
© Chrift is my Righteouſneſs, my Treaſure aud 
* my Work, I confeſs, O Law! that I am neither 
* Godly nor Righteous, but this yet 1 am ſure of, 


| © that he is Godly and Righteous for me. Page 
185 Good Works may rather be called a 


© Bcliever's walking in the Way of eternal 
* Happineſs, than the Way it ſelf.” This Doc- 
trine tends to {lacken People's Diligence in 


the Study of Holineſs, contrary to Heb. 12. 
14. 2 Theſ. 2.13. Epheſ 2. 16. Iſa. 35. 8. 


Jam. 2. 20. Confeſ]. Cap. 13. §. 1. Larger Ca- 
techiſin, Quest. e x5: N . 


eee eee 


Fear of Puniſhment, and H he of Re- 
ward, not allowed to be Morives of 4 
Believer's Obedience. FA 


© NDAGE 181, Would you not have Belic- 
1 vers to cſchew Evil, and do good for 
© . Fear of Hell, or Hope of Heaven. An- 
© ſugr, No indeed, -—=- for ſo far forth as they 
* do ſo, their Obedience is but flaviſh.* A 


great Deal more to this Purpoſe is to be ſeen, 


Pages 175, 179, 180, 182, 183, 184, and ap- 
pears contrary to Pſalm 45. 11. Eſal. 119. 
* bo | D 2 42 | 

1 


1s 6. Exod. 20. 2. Ja. f. 25. and 2. 8, 10, 
41, 12. 1 Tim: 4: 8. Col. 3: 24. Heb: 17:6, 
261 Rev: 2: 10: 2 Cor. 5. 9, 10, 11. Heb. 12. 
2. 28. 29. 2 Pet. 2. 14. N 2 16. 8.25 
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That the Believer is not under the Lay, 


Ka: Rule of Life. 


AGE- 150. As the Lay is the 1 9 
nant ot Works, you are wholly and al- 
together ſet free from it. And Page 

15 1. You are now ſet free, both from che 
* commanding and. condemning | Power of the 
© Covenant of. Works: Page 216. Yon will 
© yield Obedience to the Law of Chriſt, not 

c only without: Reſpect, either to what the 


"a 


© Law of Works either promiſeth or threat- 


© neth, but alſo without having Reſpe& to 
{ what the Law of Chriſt either promiſeth ot 
F Turku —— And this to ſerve the Lord 
ithout Fear of any Penalty, which either 
he Law of Works, or the Law of Chriſt 


, e threatnech. 4 Luke I. 74. See als, Pages 5, 
: 153, 1 189, 156, 157, 163, 199, 209, 210. Con- 
trary tq 12 1 1 Exod. 20. 2. Matth. 5. 17. 
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The fi fix following. Antinomian Paradores 
are ſenſed and defended, by applying 
to them, that Diſtinction of the Lam of 
Works, and Lam af Chriſt. 


AGE 198. and 199. Imo, A Believer | 


| - is not under the Law, but is altogether 


c 95 delivered from it. 2do, A Believer doth 


not commit Sin. 3tio, The Lord can ſee no 
Sin in a Believer. 4to, The Lord is not 


© angry with a Believer tor his Sins. 50, The 


Lord doth not chaſtiſe a Believer for his Sins. 
Sto, A Belicver hath no Cauſe, neither to con- 


© feſs his Sins, nor to crave Pardon at the 
Hand of GOD tor them, neither to tat nor 


© mourn, nor hamble himſclf Eg bug Lord 
£ tor them. | | 
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. Expreſſions in the Marrow, Ge. . 


2 4E 192. A Miniſter chat 1 not | 


- perſwade Sinners to believe their Sins 
are pardoned, before he ſee their Lives 


* reformed, for tear they hould take mor 


; Lee to Sin, is aug or the Myſtery of 
EY „Faith, 
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© Faith. And Page 27. Chriſt undertook to 
* ſuffer under the Penalty that lay upon Man 
© to have undergone. — Page 117, The 
Covenant of Works was. twice made. Firſt, 
With Man; and a ſecond Time, GOD was 
on both Sides. Page 115. The Law practi- 
© ſed his whole Tyranny upon the Son of 
© GOD, and becauſe it did ſo horribly and 
* curſedly Sin againſt his God, it is curſed 
© and arraigned, and as a Thief and curſed 
© Murderer of the Son of GOD, loſeth all 
his Right, and deſerveth to be condemned, 
* the Law therefore is bound, dead and cru- 
* cified to me. Page 126, Whoſoever is mar- 
© ried to Chriſt, and ſo, in him by Faith, he 
tis acceptable to GOD the Father, as Chriſt 

© himſelf. Page 127. And ſo fhall the Love 
* and Favonr of GOD, be as deeply inſinua- 
© ted into you, as it is into Chriſt himſelf. 
Page 144. Whence it muſt needs follow, That 
* you cannot be damned, except Chriſt be 
© damned with you, neither can Chriſt be ſa- 
ved, except ye be ſaved with him. Page 
© 145, 146. Say unto Chriſt with bold Con- 
© fidenee, I give to thee, my dear Husband, 
* my Unbelief, my Miſtruſt, my Pride, my 
; Arrogancy, my Ambition, my Wrath and 
Anger, my Envy, my Covetouſneſs, my e- 
vil Thoughts, Affections and Defires : I 
make one Bundel of thoſe, and all my other 
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Offences, and give them unto thee, 2 Cor. 
n 7 ; . heb , 1129 4 6 


22 
LAY 


: 60 


- 
— 


— — 


'F v2 w kd > Or. nn © + 


n A 


ro, bak, 


to CVVT = „ . 
an „I. k. 21. And thus was Chrisf made Sis for Us, | 
he : who knew no Sin, that we might be made the 
7 Righteouſneſs of GOD in him. Page 207, Nor 
as || © yer as touching your Juſtification and eter- 
n © nal Salvation, will he love you ever a Whit 
oy the leſs, tho' you commir never ſo many or 
id ||: © great Sins. 5 55 ; | 
id Theſe are collected out of many other ex- 
d ceptionable Poſitions contained in that Book; 
1 | which tor Brevity's Sake are omitted. 

d, | And the General Aſſembly having had the 
* ſaid Paſſages, and ſeveral others read to them 
* from the ſaid Book, and having compared 
je them with the Texts of Holy Seripture, Ar- 
lt ticles of out Confeſſion of Faith, and of the 
e Larger Catechiſm of this Church above eited. 
* The General Aſſembly found, That the ſaid 
f. 2 and Quotations, which relate to the 
ir | five ſeveral Heads of Doctrine above mentio- 
e ned, are contrary to the Holy Scriptures, our 
.- || Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and thar 
7e the Diſtin&ion of the Law, as it is the Law of 
. I Chriſt, as the Author applies it, in order to 
Seaſe, and defend the ſix Antinoman Paradox- 
y es above written, is altogether Groundleſs ; 
4 | and that the other Expreſſions obove ſet down, 
— || excerptcd out of the ſaid Book are exceeding: 
[ Harſh and Offenſive. And therefore the Ge- 
r neral Aſſembly, do hereby ſtrictly prohibits 
and Diſcharge all the Miniſters of this Church, 
. either by Preaching, Writing or Printing, to 
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recommend the laid 32 ) or in Diſcoutſe, | 

to ſay: any. Thing in Favours of it: But on 
the contrary. they are hereby enjoined and re- 

' quired, ro watti and exhort their People, in 
whoſe Hande the ſa id Book is, or may come, 

not to read or uſe ts, a 


BY _ Advertiſement, 


HERE being an Overture of the Cotati 
fion of the late e. Aſſembly, printed and 
publiſhed, relating to 4 Repreſentation given 
in by twelve Reverend Minisgers of this Church, 
to the ſaid late Aſſembly, again? an Aft of the 
preceeding Aſſembly: It is thow2ht juſt aud neteſ- 9 
fer), jor the Vindi ation of Truth, and theſe Re- 2 
werend Brethren, that the ſaid Repr eſentation, is 
with the Aci of Afſembly complain d of, ſhould be 
alſs- printed and publiſbed together ; which is here 
dune, without the Knowledge or Concurrence of 
the worthy. Subſcribers : And therefore, if there 
be au Miſtakes in Printing, they are net to be 
5 imputed to them. And as to what is complained 
e in the 8 Aci it us verbatim itn the Rep. n- 
tation. | 
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